
MUTUAL FIREFIGHTING AND RESCUE ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT 
 
This Agreement made and entered into this ____ day of ____________, _____ by and between the 
Board of Supervisors of Loudoun County, Virginia, party of the first part, and the Board of Supervisors 
of Fauquier County, Virginia, party of the second part.  
 

WITNESSETH: 
 

 Whereas, each of the parties hereto maintains equipment and personnel for the suppression 
of fires and for rescue service through paid and/or volunteer companies within its own jurisdiction 
and areas; and  
 
 Whereas, the parties hereto desire to define their cooperative arrangement for fire protection 
and rescue service and augment the fire protection and rescue service in their respective jurisdictions 
and areas; and  
 
 Whereas, the parties hereto possess the authority to enter into this Agreement on behalf of 
the volunteer fire and/or rescue companies within their jurisdictions, and  
 
 Whereas, it is the policy of the Board of Supervisors of Loudoun County and the Board of 
Supervisors of Fauquier County, respectively, to establish such agreements whenever practicable; and  
 
 Whereas, it is deemed mutually beneficial for the parties to this Mutual Firefighting and 
Rescue Assistance (hereinafter referred to as "Agreement") to render assistance to one another in 
accordance with the terms set forth herein; 
 

THEREFORE IT IS AGREED THAT 
 

1. For the purposes of this Agreement, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
Assistance – any fire/rescue service rendered by any jurisdiction to the other pursuant to this 

Agreement.  The Parties agree that assistance provided by their employees or agents will only 
be furnished by entities and individuals who possess all required state and local training, 
licenses and certifications required for the rendering of any fire/rescue services performed by 
those entities or individuals.   

 
Host Jurisdiction – the party within whose political boundaries the emergency response and/ or 

request for assistance is located.  
 
Mutual Assistance Jurisdiction – the party whose political boundaries are outside of the 

jurisdiction where the emergency response and/ or request for assistance is located.  
  
 
Incident Commander – the senior officer of the fire and/or rescue department or company present 

at an emergency who has assumed operational control over the deployed forces. 
 
Region – the area consisting of Loudoun County and Fauquier County.  
 
Senior Officer – the highest-ranking member of the fire and/or rescue department or company 

present. 
  



 
2. A "region" consists of the property under the respective political jurisdictions of the Parties to 

this agreement for purposes of providing fire and rescue services pursuant to Sections 27-1 
and 27-4 of the Code of Virginia. Fire and/or rescue departments and companies of each party 
shall be part of a mutual aid regional fire and rescue response system for the purpose of 
providing for mutual aid dispatch and response of each department’s and company’s units to 
emergencies which occur within the region.  

 
3. Whenever it is deemed advisable by the host jurisdiction, or by the senior officer of any such 

fire or rescue department actually present at the emergency incident, to request firefighting or 
rescue assistance under the terms of this Agreement, then that jurisdiction or that senior 
officer is authorized to do so.   

 
4. Where the geographic location of the emergency response and/ or request for assistance is 

located closer to a mutual assistance jurisdiction’s fire or rescue station, the closest station 
shall be dispatched as an add-on company, along with the normal response of the host 
jurisdiction. 

 
5. Each Party will provide firefighting and rescue apparatus, equipment, and personnel to ensure 

an equitable level of in-kind service delivery between the parties.  At a minimum, each party 
will provide for the response a firefighting apparatus as well as basic and advanced life 
support ambulances (as appropriate) to fire, rescue and ems incidents pursuant to this 
Agreement.  As noted in Paragraph 1 of this Agreement, each Party will provide fire/rescue 
services through entities and personnel who are fully licensed, trained, and certified in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations to perform the services they actually 
provide under this Agreement.  The jurisdiction providing assistance will only send those 
personnel that it fully recognizes and authorizes to perform the same services in its own 
jurisdiction that they are being dispatched to the host jurisdiction to perform. Further, as a 
condition to the performance of emergency medical services by either Party to the other under 
this Agreement, the Parties agree that their respective Operational Medical Directors and their 
Chiefs of Fire and Rescue shall sign the Operational Medical Directors Memorandum of 
Understanding, which is attached to this Agreement as appendix C. This Operational Medical 
Directors Memorandum of Understanding may be amended from time to time, as the Medical 
Directors and the respective Chiefs of Fire and Rescue deem necessary and appropriate, 
without further amendment to this Agreement.  However, an Operational Medical Directors 
Memorandum of Understanding must exist at all times as a condition of the rendering of 
emergency medical assistance under this Agreement. An operational response plan will be 
attached in appendix A and B to identify areas of automatic aid and operational procedures.  

 
6. When appropriate during an emergency, the communication center of the host jurisdiction 

shall announce during the incident dispatch the added mutual aid unit due, followed by the 
formal request for aid to the other party’s communication center. Communications for the 
incident shall be handled by the host jurisdiction's communications center in accordance with 
the operating procedures established by each jurisdiction.  Communications Interoperability 
issues will be identified and shall be corrected prior to this agreement being placed into effect. 

 
 
 
 
 



7. The rendering of assistance specified in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, and 5 of this Agreement is 
mandatory if the apparatus is/are available.  Each party shall respond to fire and rescue 
emergencies in the region when requested by another party’s communication center so long 
as equipment and staffing are available to do so.  

 
8. The senior officer on duty at the assisting jurisdiction's fire and rescue communication center 

receiving a dispatch request pursuant to this Agreement shall: 
 

a. Immediately determine if the requested apparatus is/are available for response to the 
call. 

 
b. If the requested apparatus is/are available, immediately dispatch the apparatus and 

personnel to the call in accordance to the terms of this Agreement.  
 

c. If the requested apparatus is/are not available, immediately inform the requesting 
jurisdiction of the situation. 

 
9. Whenever fire and/or rescue companies or departments are called to provide service in the 

region, the senior officer of the first company to arrive shall establish incident command as 
prescribed by the Northern Virginia Consolidated and National Incident Management System 
until a senior officer of the host jurisdiction’s Department arrives. Command shall be 
transferred to the senior officer of the host jurisdiction’s Department once that senior officer 
arrives and requests such command. Training on the Incident Command system shall be 
conducted by each jurisdiction. 

 
10.      All services performed under this Agreement shall be rendered without reimbursement to the 

assisting jurisdiction by the host jurisdiction unless otherwise specified by law.  However, 
nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to prevent either party from seeking 
reimbursement of the costs of emergency assistance from other individuals or entities or from 
state or federal funding sources, as may be provided by law.   

 
11.      Each party to this Agreement waives all claims against the other party to this Agreement for 

compensation of any loss, damage, personal injury, or death occurring in consequence of the 
performance of the terms of this Agreement. 

 
12.       Each party to this Agreement waives all claims identified in Paragraph 14 against signatories 

to any other mutual aid agreements that may exist between each of the parties to this 
Agreement and other jurisdictions when those signatories are performing emergency response 
activities within the region at the request of one of the parties to this Agreement.  

 
13.      This Agreement supersedes any and all prior mutual aid or other related agreements for fire 

and rescue services between the parties.  
  
14.      This Agreement shall become effective when it is signed by the two parties and shall remain  
 in full force and effect until canceled by mutual agreement of the parties hereto or by written 
 notice by one party to the other party, giving ninety (90) days notice of said cancellation.  
 
 
 
 



15.   All services performed by the parties and their personnel, as well as expenditures made under 
this Agreement, shall be deemed to be for public and governmental purposes, and all 
immunities from liability enjoyed by federal, state and local governments within each party's 
boundaries shall extend to its participation in rendering emergency services in accordance with 
this Agreement outside its boundaries. 

 
16. To the extent permitted by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, each party to this 

Agreement will be responsible for the acts and omissions of its agents and employees within 
the scope of their duties which cause injury to persons or property.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, neither party shall be responsible for punitive damages assessed against its 
employees or agents, or for any criminal conduct by its employees or agents.  Nothing herein 
shall be deemed as a waiver of sovereign immunity or any other defense available to either 
party. 

 
 
 

 
 
Signature Page, Loudoun County 
 
 
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF LOUDOUN COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 
 
BY       
 Scott York, Chairman 

 
 
        BY ___________________________ 
         Kirby Bowers 
         County Administrator 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
        BY ___________________________ 
 Clerk to the Board 
          Joseph E. Pozzo 
         Chief of Department 
         Loudoun County Fire-Rescue  
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        BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
        OF FAUQUIER COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 
 
        BY      
        Raymond E. Graham, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
 Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
              
        Paul S. McCulla, County Administrator 
 
 
 
 
              
                                                                                    Philip T. Meyer, Fire-Rescue Chief 
        Fauquier Co. Fire and Rescue 
 
 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Tom Marable, President 
        Fauquier Co. Fire and Rescue Assoc. 


